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THE FORGOTTEN SUPREME COURT JUSTICES

Ken Gormley*

When lawyers, law students, and academic commentators discuss
Justices of the United States Supreme Court, they typically display
a detailed understanding of the person, personality and
jurisprudence of the Justice in question. Entire books are written
about Supreme Court dJustices, past and present.! Creating
character sketches of these public figures and anticipating their
instincts on the bench tends to come easily.

A general, informed portrait of the current United States
Supreme Court might look something like this: Chief Justice
William H. Rehnquist, the no-nonsense chief, appointed in 1972 by
President Richard M. Nixon, is a steady conservative who believes
in states’ rights,” favors bright-line rules for police,’ and yet adheres
to principles of stare decisis even in some areas (such as involving
the Miranda rule) where he openly disagrees with the existing
precedent.! Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman dJustice
on the Court, appointed by President Ronald Reagan in 1981, is
frequently described as a critical swing vote on the Court.’” Her
plain-spoken voice that developed its cadence on the Lazy-B Ranch
in Arizona where she spent her childhood,’® and later gained its
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! See, e.g., WILLIAM D. BADER & ROY M. MERSKY, THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED EIGHT
JUSTICES (2004) (compiling biographies, information and statistics relating to all Supreme
Court Justices in American history, as well as information concerning individuals who were
nominated, but never served on the Court).

2 See generally Symposium, Perspective on Chief Justice Rehnquist, 25 RUTGERS L.J. 557
(1994); KENNETH W. STARR, FIRST AMONG EQUALS: THE SUPREME COURT IN AMERICAN LIFE
14-21 (2002) (discussing Justice Rehnquist’s judicial trends before and after appointment as
Chief Justice).

3 See, e.g., United States v. Robinson, 414 U.S. 218, 235 (1973).

* See STARR, supra note 2, at 21.

> See, e.g., Marcia Coyle, Swing Votes Inject Suspense Into New Term, NAT'L L.J., Oct. 7,
1996, at Al; see also NANCY MAVEETY, JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR: STRATEGIST ON THE
SUPREME COURT 1, 7 (1996).

¢ See SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR & H. ALAN DAY, LAZY B: GROWING UP ON A CATTLE RANCH IN
THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST xi, 315 (2002); see also, STARR, supra note 2, at 32.
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